Sterling College
Fall 2009
Institutional Assessment
Report

(For the 2008-2009 Academic Year)



Fall 2009 Sterling College Institutional Assessment Report

Table of Contents

LaL U o]0 [UTox 1 [0] DTSR ERUPRORPP 1
GENEIAl EQUCALION. ... .ccuiiie ittt b ettt et st e e e sbesbe et e sbesbeeneeneeareas 2
Assessment of Knowledge-Related Outcomes in the Sterling College
General EJUCATION PrOGIAM ......c..oiiiiiiitiiieite ettt 4
ST 1= o PSSRSO 7
IVIBEN . bbb bRttt bbbt n e 10
SOCKAI SCIBMCE ...ttt et et et e e et e e re e sbe e sbeesbeesbeesbeesteesreeas 10
I LTSRS 13
] T[] o RSOSSN 16
o AT 010 o] V7SS 18
[ [ (0] SR 20
FINB AT et et ettt bt e bRt et ene et e enes 21
Maturing Christian Faith............ccovoiiiiic e 26
INAiVIdUAl COUSE REVIBWS ...ttt sttt et srenreenes 29
National StANAArdIZEA TS ........ciieeeii et ee e sbesre e seesee e 30
Additional Findings and Recommendations Regarding Assessment
of the General EAUCAtiON CUMTICUIUM .........cooiiiiiiie e 34
Ao Lo (<] T Lol o (0T |- 0 1 37
Assessment of Program Objectives in the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences...................... 38
ATT AN DESTON 1.ttt bbbttt bbbttt n e 38
[T ] [0 Y25 RSOSSN 41
(03 T-T 0 011 SRS 46
ChFISTIAN IMHINISIIIES....eivii ittt ettt st e e e e be e be e sbe e sbeesbeesaeesbeesteesrneas 48
Communication and THEALIE ATTS .......cve it es 49
ENGIISN e e e 60
HISTOTY ..ttt bbbt b et b et 63
HONOIS PrOGIAM ...ttt b e bt e e b et e be e sbeesbne s 65
MAENEMIALICS . ...ttt bbbttt ettt ettt sbeer e e nne s 66
IVIUSIC .ttt bbbttt b bbbttt b bbbt e 70
PSYCROIOQY ...ttt 74
LI 42T ] oo USSP 80
Assessment of Program Objectives in the School of Professional Studies.............ccccevevvennne. 82
ATNIETIC TAINING ..ttt ne e 82
BUSINESS ADMINISIIALION .....oviiiie ettt see e neenneas 83
Elementary EQUCALION .........cccoiii ittt e e aesneennee s 87
EXEICISE SCIBMCE ...ttt bbbttt b ettt se e 87
MUSIC EQUCALION ...ttt ettt sttt sttt et et e s e saeetees e neesneas 89
SPOIS MANAGEMENT ... .eeiiiie ettt e e s e et e e stae e sbe e e sseeesneeesnbneeannnnens 94
Additional Findings and Recommendations Regarding Assessment
OF ACAUEIMIC PIOGIAIMS......c.viiiieeeiieieie ettt bbbttt 97
ST 0o ] SRR UPRPRRS 100
Assessment of Objectives in the School of Liberal Arts and SCIENCES.........cccoccvvvvrveriernnnns 100
Assessment of Objectives in the School of Professional Studies............cccoocvviiieiciiiiennnnns 117



Fall 2009 Sterling College Institutional Assessment Report

NON-ACAUEIMIC OFFICES 1.eiiiitiiii ittt e e et e e s sttt e e s st e e e s s abb e e e s s st beeessabbesesssbbeesias

] (010 =T I TR

(08 10T o T8 Y o =SSR

Student GOVErnMENt ASSOCIALION........ueiiicriiei ittt ettt e e st ar e e s sba e e s s sbee e s sens

R TYLo T L T | I I TSR

(08 100 oTU R 1= o1 ] 1 Y/ SR

O T T Y/ o7

STUAENT HEAITN CBNLET ...ttt st e e s r e e s e e s s abe e e s aares

PersonNal COUNSEIING......coiiieiiieee ettt ettt e e st sreere e e sreeneesteeesee e
Academic Affairs

F Aot Vo (T4 g T ToR ST U] o] oo i PSR
L@ =T T Ty SR
INnovation and TECANOIOQY ......cviiiiiieieceee e
B.STEITING .
INFOrmMation TECHNOIOQY .......ooieiiiiee et
Department of the Chief Financial OffiCer ..o
BUSINESS OFFICE .ttt ste e steeneeaenee e
MainteNaNCE/PIANT SEIVICES .......oivieiieiie ettt st ne et e e
L0 0] (&S] (o] - OSSPSR
ANTELICS ...ttt bbbt
INStItULIONAl AGVANCEIMENT ........ciiiiiiieie ettt sbe e aeseenre e
ATUMNT REIALIONS ... et see e
e Fo T aTeTo I TV oo TSROSO
DEVEIOPIMENT ...ttt b e
Enrollment and Marketing .........coeoieiieiiice et ens
F o [ 1S5 o] < J PSRRI
FINANCTAI AT ...ttt e e e be e be e sbe e sae e s reeebeenas
T ] o SR
Findings and Recommendations Regarding Assessment of
Non-Academic Programs/OffiCES ........ivuiiiiiiie e

INSEIEULIONAI ODJECLIVES ... .o ettt seeenes
Assessment of INStitutional ObJECTIVES ........c.cciiieieci e e
Additional Findings and Recommendations Regarding Assessment
OF INSEItULIONAL ODJECTIVES .....c.eiiei ettt st nee e



Fall 2009 Sterling College Institutional Assessment Report

Introduction

Sterling College began an important period of transition in assessment when its former Assessment
Director, a full-time faculty member who received a slight reduction in teaching load to direct the
College’s assessment efforts, resigned as the Assessment Director in fall 2007. After the peer-review team
for the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools cited the institution’s assessment plan as a
significant concern in its 2000 Comprehensive Visit Report, the previous Assessment Director helped to
drastically improve the assessment culture at Sterling College. He not only implemented a plan that
provided more meaningful data than the College had ever collected, he also wrote informative annual
assessment reports from 2001 to 2007 and annual assessment newsletters from 2004 to 2007. When an
NCA peer-review team conducted a follow-up visit in 2003, they noted, “The progress that Sterling
College has made since the fall of 2000 in developing and implementing an assessment plan that over
time can lead to program improvement is significant.”

With the Assessment Director’s resignation coinciding with discussion about the College’s 2010
comprehensive visit for reaccreditation, the transition period served as a logical time to closely review the
College’s assessment plan in light of the Higher Learning Commission’s newer criteria, adopted in 2004,
after the 2003 focused-visit team noted the College’s improvement in the area of assessment. In reviewing
the Handbook of Accreditation, the Commission’s Core Component 3A was some cause for concern. To
comply with Core Component 3A, an institution must demonstrate that its “goals for student learning
outcomes are clearly stated for each educational program and make effective assessment possible.”
Sterling College had experienced great success in assessing knowledge, skills, and values common to the
general education curriculum and each academic discipline, but the plan did not provide direction about
how to assess all learning outcomes that might be unique to Sterling College’s programs.

During the 2007-2008 academic year, an interim Assessment Director researched, developed, and began
to implement a new assessment plan that required more data-collection methods. An effort was made to
not discard what had been done through the previous plan, but leverage past assessment success in
developing a plan that would be more thorough and foster more transparency. Many of the assessment
tools from the previous plan were incorporated into the current one (national standardized tests and
creative products/capstone assignments), but new assessment methods have been added.

The current assessment plan was implemented in three phases, beginning in fall 2007. The second and
arguably most important phase involved the completion of curriculum alignment matrices for every
academic program. These matrices, submitted to the interim Assessment Director in May 2008, contain
the programmatic objectives for student learning and an alignment map that indicates which objectives
are to be addressed in which courses. They also include a map that illustrates the alignment of program
objectives with school objectives. With the curriculum matrices, departments submitted course objectives
as well, and most departments included maps that describe how course objectives will be assessed.

In addition, faculty have also been asked to identify program objectives that relate directly to elements of
the Sterling College mission statement. In the matrices, some program objectives are labeled with a “CL”
for “Creative Leader,” a “TL” for “Thoughtful Leader,” or a “CTL” for “Creative and Thoughtful Leader.”
Some objectives also have an “MCF” designation. This designation identifies objectives that are closely
associated with developing in students “a maturing Christian faith.”

The information presented on the following pages contains the first year of data from the College’s new
assessment plan. The report addresses general education objectives, academic program objectives, school
objectives, non-academic unit objectives, and institutional objectives. After each section is a summary of
findings and recommendations, many of which deal with further improvement of the plan itself.

1
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General Education

In spring 2008, the Faculty Council approved a major revision to the College’s general education
curriculum. The revision set forth four major goals and the specific student learning outcomes to help the
College determine whether students are meeting those goals. Specifically, Sterling College’s general
education curriculum was revised to ensure that students gain:

1. Knowledge of the world and its human cultures
¢ Sciences
Mathematics
Social sciences
Literature
Religion
Philosophy
History
Fine Arts
2. Intellectual and practical skills
Inquiry and reflection
Critical and creative thinking
Written and oral communication
Quantitative literacy
Information literacy
¢ Teamwork and problem solving
3. Personal and social responsibility
¢ Civic knowledge and engagement—Ilocal and global
¢ Intercultural knowledge and competence
+ Ethical reasoning and compassionate action
+ Foundations and skills for lifelong learning
4. Integrative learning
+ Synthesis of general and specialized studies

— & & & & ¢ o o

* & & o o

Listed below are the second-level learning outcomes that align with these goals.

Knowledge Obijectives:
As students meet Science objectives they will:
¢ Appreciate the historical development of scientific knowledge.
o Understand the scientific method for exploring the world.
e Understand foundational principles that the scientific method has
revealed.
As students meet Math objectives they will:
o Appreciate how mathematics is a tool for exploring our world.
e Understand basic mathematical relationships.
As students meet Social Science objectives they will:
o Understand the nature and limitations of the human mind.
e Understand historical development of inequality in social life.
¢ Understand how social institutions organize and regulate social life.
As students meet Literature objectives they will:
e Know literary works from various cultures.
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o Appreciate literature as a reflection of diverse cultures.
e Use basic vocabulary and techniques to discuss literature.
As students meet Religion objectives they will:
¢ Understand themes and contexts of the Bible.
e Understand the basic teachings of the Christian church.
As students meet Philosophy objectives they will:
o Understand foundational philosophical thinkers.
o Use basic vocabulary and categories of philosophical thought to explore
basic questions about life, knowing, and meaning.
As students meet History objectives they will:
e Understand history and interaction of western and non-western cultures.
As students meet Fine Arts objectives they will:
¢ Demonstrate knowledge of significant works, styles and structures in the
fine arts.
o Demonstrate knowledge of basic issues of fine art theory and aesthetics.
¢ Demonstrate knowledge of materials, processes and methods of fine arts.
o Use terms, analysis, and criticism in response to experiencing works of
art.
Skills Objectives
As students meet Inquiry and Reflection objectives they will:
o Use investigative skills to explore issues.
e Think about their thinking as they analyze their own positions and
actions.
As students meet Critical and Creative Thinking objectives they will:
« Identify logical issues within source materials.
¢ ldentifying implicit and explicit assumptions in source materials.
e Solve problems creatively.
As students meet Communication objectives they will:
o Apply proper conventions of standard written English.
Express verbal messages competently and confidently.
Adapt communication to the nature of the message and the audience.
Use source information ethically and effectively.
Use tools of persuasion ethically and responsibly.
Demonstrate critical thinking in the development of reasoned arguments.
As students meet Quantitative Literacy objectives they will:
e Apply basic mathematical concepts in solving problems.
As students meet Information Literacy objectives they will:
o Locate relevant information effectively.
o Evaluating information proficiently.
As students meet Teamwork and Problem Solving objectives they will:
o Work effectively in teams.
e Apply fundamental concepts of team dynamics.

Responsibility Objectives
As students meet Civic Knowledge and Engagement—Local and Global
objectives they will:
¢ Understand civic engagement as a necessary ingredient of a vital society.
o Experience how professional and intellectual skills benefit society.
e Understand that ones choices and behaviors may have profound effects
for people of all cultures and places.
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As students meet Intercultural Knowledge and Competence objectives they
will:
¢ Develop understanding and respect for their own culture.
o Develop understanding and respect for different cultures.
e Explore cultural diversity through literature and the arts.
As students meet Ethical Reasoning and Compassionate Action objectives
they will:
o Use information to act in ways that respect the physical universe.
e Use knowledge to address contemporary problems produced by social
inequalities.
o Demonstrate appreciation for the religious and cultural beliefs of others.
As students meet Life-long Learning objectives they will:
¢ Develop self-generated habits of learning about ideas, events, and
technologies
e Seek quality information relevant to life choices.
o Apply skills for effective participation in personal, work-related, and civic
commitments.
Integrative Learning Objectives
As students meet Synthesis of General/Special Studies objectives they will:
o Demonstrate ability to connect discipline knowledge with larger issues of
life.

As stated in the College’s assessment plan, assessment of the general education curriculum should occur
on a three-year cycle. The GE Chair has been charged with reporting on one-third of the general
education goals and objectives each year. A report about the outcomes associated with Goal 1,
Knowledge of the World and Its Human Cultures, is included in this document. The Institutional
Assessment Report published in fall 2010 will include data about the outcomes associated with Goal 2,
Intellectual and Practical Skills, and the fall 2011 Institutional Assessment Report will include data about
the outcomes associated with Goal 3: Personal and Social Responsibility, and Goal 4, Integrative
Learning. While the GE Chair will report on only one-third of the outcomes each year, data pertaining to
all outcomes will be collected annually.

Assessment of the College’s general education curriculum occurs via two measures: 1) the Sterling
College General Education Exam and 2) individual course reviews. Additionally, a national standardized
test provides the College with information about how Sterling College students compare to other students
in regard to knowledge and skills common to GE programs throughout the country.

ASSESSMENT OF KNOWLEDGE-RELATED OUTCOMES IN THE
STERLING COLLEGE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

THE STERLING COLLEGE GENERAL EDUCATION EXAM

The Sterling College General Education Exam was developed in fall 2008. To construct the exam, the GE
Chair solicited multiple-choice questions from faculty members responsible for teaching courses that
meet GE requirements. For each GE course taught, faculty members were asked to submit three to four
multiple-choice questions that could serve as measurements of a student’s ability to meet the GE
outcome(s) associated with the course. The GE Chair reviewed the items for fairness, syntax, and
redundancy. He then categorized each item with the appropriate courses so that students were able to see
which courses the items represented.
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Ten questions related to the “maturing Christian faith” aspect of the College mission statement were also
included on the exam. These items were developed by the GE Chair, the Director of Institutional
Assessment, and instructors of two required faith-related courses in the GE program. One course is an
entry-level course; the other is “capstone” course of sorts for the GE curriculum.

The exam also contains a number of questions designed to provide the College with demographic
information about the students. All freshmen and seniors were asked to complete the exam, the goal of the
exam being to verify growth from the freshman to senior year. Freshmen were asked to answer every
guestion on the exam, while seniors were asked to answer only the items associated with courses they
took at Sterling College.

In fall 2008, 106 first-year students and 22 graduating seniors completed the exam. In spring 2009, 84
graduating seniors completed the exam. In the information that follows, data from the fall and spring
graduates has been combined.

Figure 1: Demographic Information

Breakdown by Gender

Male Female Total
Fall 2008 Freshmen 56 50 106
Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 Graduates | 44 62 106
Breakdown by Ethnicity
Caucasian African Other Total
American
Fall 2008 Freshmen 85 9 12 106
Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 Graduates | 92 7 7 106

Results by Knowledge-Related Objective

To calculate the percentages that follow, the number of questions that were associated with a given
objective and answered correctly were divided by the number of questions answered. So if of 67% is
listed with a certain group of students, then of the questions that group answered, 67% were answered
correctly.

The Sterling College General Education Exam has provided the institution with some data, but
percentages should be interpreted with caution because analyses have yet to be performed on individual
test items. Moreover, some items did not conform to best practices for item writing (distracters were too
easily identifiable as distracters, correct answers were noticeably longer or shorter than distracters, etc.).
Finally, it must be noted that, for graduates, many objectives were associated with courses after graduates
completed those courses. In other words, while many of the objectives were associated with certain
courses because faculty felt those courses were already addressing the GE objectives, promoting and
assessing student learning related to those objectives was not intentional, in many cases, until the spring
2008 GE revision, and many graduates completed those courses before spring 2008.
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Figure 2: Whole-Exam Scores by Graduates’ Majors*

Art & Graphic Design 46%
Athletic Training 40%
Biology 51%
Business Administration 38%
Chemistry 48%
Christian Ministries 42%
Communication and 40%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 44%
English 49%
Exercise Science 36%
History 40%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 50%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 49%
Religious and 47%
Philosophical Studies

* Sports Management was not listed as a choice and is therefore absent from all sections that contain data
disaggregated by major.
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Science

Objectives:
e Appreciate the historical development of
scientific knowledge.
e Understand the scientific method for
exploring the world.
e Understand foundational principles that
the scientific method has revealed.

Science Objective 1: Appreciate the historical
development of scientific knowledge.

Courses associated with objective:
e BI-111-Human Genetics
e BI-110-Human Anatomy and

Physiology
Overall Scores by Class:
e Graduates: 69%
e Freshmen: 65%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 57%
o Female: 69%
e Freshmen
o Male: 54%
o Female: 68%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 71%
o African-American: 57%
o Other: 63%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 61%
o African-American: 51%

o Other: 54%

General Education: Science

Breakdown by Major for Graduates

Art & Graphic Design 40%

Athletic Training 65%
Biology 83%
Business Administration 52%
Chemistry 100%
Christian Ministries 66%
Communication and 50%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 50%
English 77%
Exercise Science 55%
History 66%
Independent --
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 50%
Music --
Music Education --
Psychology 66%
Religious and 50%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Course
e BI-111-Human Genetics

0 Freshmen: 68%

o0 Graduates: 71%

e BI-110-Human Anatomy and

Physiology
0 Freshmen: 64 %
o0 Graduates: 67%
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Science Objective 2: Understand the scientific Breakdown by Associated Course:
method for exploring the world. e BI-170-Zoology
0 Freshmen: 41%
Courses associated with objective: o Graduates: 70%
e BI-111-Human Genetics e CH-110-Introduction to Chemistry
e BI-110-Human Anatomy and o Freshmen: 37%
Physiology o0 Graduates: 60%
Overall Scores by Class:
e Graduates: 69%
e Freshmen: 65%
Gender:
o Graduates
o0 Male: 57%
o Female: 69%
e Freshmen
o Male: 54%
o Female: 68%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o0 Caucasian: 71%
o0 African-American: 57%
0 Other: 63%
e Freshmen
o0 Caucasian: 61%
o0 African-American: 51%
o0 Other: 54%

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 40%

Athletic Training 65%
Biology 83%
Business Administration 52%
Chemistry 100%
Christian Ministries 66%
Communication and 50%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 50%
English 771%
Exercise Science 55%
History 66%
Independent --
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 50%
Music --
Music Education --
Psychology 66%
Religious and 50%

Philosophical Studies
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Science Objective 3: Understand the Breakdown by Associated Course:
foundational principles that the scientific e BI-125-Environmental Science
method has revealed. 0 Freshmen: 39%
o Graduates: 66%
Courses associated with objective: e CH-110-Introduction to Chemistry
e BI-125-Environmental Science o Freshmen: 42%
e BI-100-Principles of Biology with Lab o0 Graduates: 52%
e BI-110-Human Anatomy and e BI-100-Principles of Biology with Lab
Physiology 0 Freshmen: 48%
e CH-110-Introduction to Chemistry o Senior: 61%
Overall Scores by Class: e BI-110-Human Anatomy and
e Graduates: 57% Physiology
e Freshmen: 44% o Freshmen: 42%
Gender: 0 Graduates: 44%
e Graduates
o Male: 48% Summary for Knowledge-Related Science
o Female: 61% Objectives
e Freshmen
o Male: 41% Science Objective 1: Appreciate the historical
o Female: 5206 development of scientific knowledge.
Ethnicity: e Graduates answered questions related to
e Graduates this objective 71% of the time in BI-
o Caucasian: 56% 111: Human Genetics and 67% of the
o African-American: 47% time in B1-110: Human Anatomy in
o Other: 51% Physiology. However, the data indicates
e Freshmen little improvement from first-year to

graduation year. Associated items

o Caucasian: 50% :
o African-American: 40% should be reviewed, as they are perhaps
o Other: 42% not challenging enough.

Science Objective 2: Understand the scientific
method for exploring the world.

Breakdown by Major for Graduates: m
e The data indicates that students

Art & Graphic Design 41% significantly improve in their ability to
Athletic Training 51% meet this objective from first year to
Biology 83% graduation year. A 29% variation was
Business Administration  46% reported for items associated with Bl-
Chemistry 77% 170: Zoology, and a 23% variat_ion was
Christian Ministries 49% reported for |tgms assomat(_ad with CH-
Communication and 48% _ 110_: In_troductlon to Chemistry.
Theatre Arts SC|ence_ObJect|ye 3 Understand the 3
Elementary Education 50% foundational principles that the scientific
English 60% method has revealed. _
Exercise Science 57% ) Fo_r two courses, BI-12_5-E_nV|ronmentaI
History 58%% Science and BI-100: Principles of
Biology with Lab, the data indicates that
:QSeer%?:gerl]itnar - students significantly improve in their
Mathema'?ics y 56% ability to meet FhIS objective from first
MUSIC a year to graduation year. However,

Music Educati achievement and improvement rates are
usic Education N o low for items associated with CH-110:
Psychology 61% Introduction to Chemistry and BI-110:

Religiousand 47% Human Anatomy and Physiology.
Philosophical Studies
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On items related to Science objectives, graduates e Freshmen
from the Biology and Chemistry programs o Male: 54%
scored noticeably higher than students from o Female: 68%
other majors. Ethnicity:
e Graduates
Athletic Training majors ranked high in items o Caucasian: 57%
associated with Science Objectives 1 and 2. o African-American: 44%
They did not rank as high in items associated o Other: 49%
with Science objective 3. e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 51%
Recommendations from Science Faulty o African-American: 38%
0 Other: 46%
Labs could be scheduled better so that BI-170
labs do not conflict with labs for CH-110. Breakdown by Major for Graduates:
Math Art & Graphic Design 60%
Athletic Training 41%
Objectives: Biology 67%
e Appreciate how mathematics is a tool Business Administration  52%
for exploring our world. Chemistry 50%
e Understand basic mathematical Christian Ministries 48%
relationships. Communication and 40%
Theatre Arts
Due to technical issues with the exam-delivery Elementary Education ~ 47%
method, math data collected for the 2008-2009 English 44%
academic year is not reliable. The issues were Exercise Science 38%
resolved before the exam was administered in History 53%
fall 2009. Independent -
Interdisciplinary
Social Science Mathematics 66%
Music --
Objectives: Music Education --
X Psychology 77%

e Understand the nature and limitations of
the human mind.

e Understand how social institutions
organize and regulate social life.

e Understand the historical development
of inequality in social life.

Religious and 66%
Philosophical Studies

Social Science Objective 1: Understand the
nature and limitations of the human mind.

Courses associated with objective:
o BS-125: General Psychology
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 51%
e Freshmen: 33%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 47%
o Female: 52%

10
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Social Science Objective 2: Understand how Breakdown by Major for Graduates:
social institutions organize and regulate social
life. Art & Graphic Design 50%
Athletic Training 47%
Courses associated with objective: Biology 61%
e BS-115: Principles of Sociology Business Administration  39%
Overall Scores by Class: Chemistry 50%
e Graduates: 53% Christian Ministries 41%
e Freshmen: 46% Communication and 43%
Gender: Theatre Arts
e Graduates Elementary Education 53%
o Male: 51% English 61%
o Female: 58% Exercise Science 59%
e Freshmen History 56%
o Male: 44% Independent -
o Female: 52% Interdisciplinary
Ethnicity: Mathematics 51%
e Graduates Music -
o Caucasian: 60% Music Education -
0 African-American: 51% Psychology 2%
0 Other: 53% Religious and 61%
e Freshmen Philosophical Studies
o Caucasian: 51%
0 African-American: 38%
o0 Other: 48%

11
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Social Science Objective 3: Understand the
historical development of inequality in social
life.

Courses associated with objective:
e BS-115: Principles of Sociology
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 51%
e Freshmen: 44%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 53%
o Female: 59%
e Freshmen
o Male: 43%
o Female: 48%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 63%
o African-American: 51%
o Other: 52%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 52%
o African-American: 41%
o Other: 43%

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 35%

Athletic Training 41%
Biology 67%
Business Administration 41%
Chemistry 33%
Christian Ministries 41%
Communication and 47%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 35%
English 60%
Exercise Science 41%
History 53%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 41%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 80%
Religious and 58%

Philosophical Studies

General Education: Social Science

Summary for Knowledge-Related Social
Science Objectives

Social Science Objective 1: Understand the
nature and limitations of the human mind.

e While room for improvement exists at
the senior level (the percentage of items
answered correctly was 51%), the data
indicates that students significantly
improve in their ability to meet this
objective from first year to graduation
year.

Social Science Objective 2: Understand how
social institutions organize and regulate social
life.

e Achievement and improvement rates
can be improved for items associated
with this objective and this course (BS-
115: Principles of Sociology).

Social Science Objective 3: Understand the
historical development of inequality in social
life.

e Achievement and improvement rates
can be improved for items associated
with this objective and this course (BS-
115: Principles of Sociology).

On items related to the social science objectives,
psychology majors scored noticeably higher than
students from other majors, especially on items
related to objective 3.

A significant weakness exists in the GE
curriculum’s ability to promote student learning
related to these objectives. According to GE
requirements, students may take one social
science course from the following:

e BU-103: Economics

e BS-115: Principles of Sociology

e HG-240: World and Regional
Geography
HG-255: Comparative Government
HG-262: World Religions
HG-272: International Relations
CT-Gendered/Intercultural
Communications

and

one from the following:

o BS-125: General Psychology

e BS-131: Self and Society
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However, many of these courses do not lend
themselves to the established social science
objectives. Students may therefore meet their
social science course requirements without
encountering courses in which student learning
related to the social science objectives is
promoted.

Recommendations from Social Science Faulty

Encourage advisors to enroll more students in
BS-131: Self and Society to help lower
problematic enrollment numbers in BS-125:
General Psychology.

Literature
Objectives:
e Know literary works from various
cultures.

e Appreciate literature as a reflection of
diverse cultures.

e Use basic vocabulary and techniques to
discuss literature.

Literature Objective 1. Know literary works
from various cultures.

Courses associated with objective:
e LL-166: American Literature Il
e LL-151: Introduction to Literature
e LL-251: World Literature |
e LL-252: World Literature Il
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 51%
e Freshmen: 37%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 41%
o Female: 52%
e Freshmen
o Male: 35%
o Female: 48%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 50%
o African-American: 43%
o Other: 40%

13

General Education: Literature

e Freshmen

o Caucasian: 41%
o African-American: 32%
o Other: 30%

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 30%
Athletic Training 40%
Biology 41%
Business Administration 28%
Chemistry 33%
Christian Ministries 25%
Communication and 30%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 27%
English 63%
Exercise Science 29%
History 39%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 33%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 33%
Religious and 25%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Course:

e LL-166: American Literature Il
o Freshmen: 51%
o Graduates: 62%

e LL-151: Introduction to literature
o Freshmen: 24%
o0 Graduates: 45%

e |L-251: World Literature | & LL-252:

World Literature |l

o Freshmen:
o Graduates:

29%
47%
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Literature Objective 2: Appreciate Literature
as a reflection of diverse cultures.

Courses associated with objective:
e LL-166: American Literature Il
e LL-151: Introduction to Literature
e LL-251: World Literature |
e LL-252: World Literature Il
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 52%
e Freshmen: 44%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 57%
o Female: 63%
e Freshmen
o Male: 41%
o Female: 57%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 60%
o African-American: 43%
o Other: 45%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 54%
o African-American: 47%
o Other: 44%

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 52%
Athletic Training 39%
Biology 60%
Business Administration 46%
Chemistry 50%
Christian Ministries 56%
Communication and 41%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 47%
English 73%
Exercise Science 47%
History 41%
Independent 0
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 33%
Music 0
Music Education 0
Psychology 48%
Religious and 49%

Philosophical Studies
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General Education: Literature

Breakdown by Associated Course:

e L|L-166: American Literature Il
o Freshmen: 40%
o Graduates: 50%

e LL-151: Introduction to literature
o Freshmen: 48%
o Graduates: 52%

e |L-251: World Literature | & LL-252:

World Literature |l

o Freshmen:
o0 Graduates:

32%
47%
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Literature Objective 3: Use basic vocabulary Breakdown by Associated Course:
and techniques to discuss literature. e LL-166: American Literature 11
0 Freshmen: 45%
Courses associated with objective: o Graduates: 57%
e LL-166: American Literature Il e LL-151: Introduction to literature
e LL-151: Introduction to Literature o Freshmen: 51%
e LL-251: World Literature | o0 Graduates: 63%
e LL-252: World Literature 11 e LL-251: World Literature | & LL-252:
Overall Scores by Class: World Literature 11
e Graduates: 64% o Freshmen: 48%
e Freshmen: 48% o Graduates: 62%
Gender:
e Graduates Summary for Knowledge-Related Literature
o Male: 47% Objectives
o Female: 52%
e Freshmen Literature Objective 1: Know literary works
o Male: 41% from various cultures.
o Female: 48% e Graduates answered questions related to
Ethnicity: this objective correctly only 51% of the
e Graduates time. However, the data indicates a 14%
o Caucasian: 60% positive increase between first year and
o African-American: 51% graduation year.
o Other: 49% e Students performed the best on items
e Freshmen associated with LL-166: American
o Caucasian: 63% Literature I1. Significant positive
o African-American: 48% increases between first year and
o Other: 52% graduation year are recorded for items

associated with the other three courses,
but graduates still answered associated

Breakdown by Major for Graduates: AR
questions incorrectly over 50% of the

Art & Graphic Design 41% ) time. o
Athletic Training 47% therature Objegtlve 2: Appreciate literature as
Biology 61% a reflection of diverse cultures.
Business Administration  49% o Room exists for improvement. The most
Chemistry 50% sigqificant po_sitive ir)creases_ between
Christian Ministries 44% testing years is assoua_ted with questions
Communication and 53% related to the World Literature courses,
Theatre Arts but _graduates’ scores leave much room
Elementary Education 54% . for Improvement, nonet_heless.
English 86% therature_ Objectlvg 3: Usg basic vocabulary
Exercise Science 510 and techniques to dlscuss_lltergtur_e. .
History 61% . Datg_related to this objective is more
Independent 0 posm_ve. 64% of_graduates answered
Interdisciplinary asgouated questions correctl_y, and a 16-
Mathematics 47% point percentage increase exists betV\_/een
MUsic 0 first-year student scores gnd graduating
Music Education 0 student scores. All associated courses

0 seem to be doing a much better job in
;Zicgr}ghosg;/nd gg 0;2 promoting student learning related to

this objective.
Philosophical Studies IS objective

15
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On items related to the Literature objectives,
English majors scored noticeably higher than
students from other majors.

Recommendations from Language and
Literature Faulty

No data-driven recommendations pertaining to
the knowledge-related literature objectives.

Religion
Objectives:
e Understand themes and contexts of the
Bible.

e Understand the basic teachings of the
Christian church.

Religion Obijective 1: Understand themes and
contexts of the Bible.

Courses associated with objective:
e TM-102: Introduction to Old Testament
e TM-103: Introduction to New
Testament
e TM-266: Basic Christian Doctrine
Overall Scores by Class:

o Graduates: 56%
e Freshmen: 41%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 61%
o Female: 58%
e Freshmen
o Male: 40%
o Female: 48%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 63%
o African-American: 47%
o Other: 53%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 40%
o African-American: 43%
o Other: 39%

16

General Education: Religion

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 44%
Athletic Training 39%
Biology 52%
Business Administration 41%
Chemistry 60%
Christian Ministries 68%
Communication and 41%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 43%
English 51%
Exercise Science 41%
History 40%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 49%
Music --
Music Education --
Psychology 52%
Religious and 2%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Courses
e TM-102: Introduction to Old Testament
o Freshmen: 40%
o Graduates: 55%
e TM-103: Introduction to New

Testament
o Freshmen: 38%
o Graduates: 59%

e TM-266: Basic Christian Doctrine
o Freshmen: 42%
o0 Graduates: 52%
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Religion Objective 2: Understand the basic Breakdown by Associated Courses:
teachings of the Christian church. e TM-102: Introduction to Old Testament
o Freshmen: 49%
Courses associated with objective: o Graduates: 63%
e TM-102: Introduction to Old Testament e TM-103: Introduction to New
e TM-103: Introduction to New Testament
Testament o Freshmen: 44%
e TM-266: Basic Christian Doctrine 0 Graduates: 62%
Overall Scores by Class: e TM-266: Basic Christian Doctrine
e Graduates: 62% o Freshmen: 42%
e Freshmen: 47% o0 Graduates: 59%
Gender:
e Graduates Summary for Knowledge-Related Religion
o Male: 51% Objectives
o Female: 58%
e Freshmen Religion Objective 1: Understand themes and
o Male: 48% contexts of the Bible.
o Female: 5204 e Graduates answered questions related to
Ethnicity: this objective correctly 56% of the time.
e Graduates In light of the College’s mission, room
o Caucasian: 61% for improvement exists. It should be
o African-American: 47% noted, however, that a 15% positive
o Other: 54% increase exists between first year and
e Freshmen graduation year.
o Caucasian: 51% e The most significant testing-year
o African-American: 41% increase is related to TM-103:
o Other: 46% Introduction to New Testament. The
least significant is related to TM-266:
Breakdown by Major for Graduates: Basic Christian Doctrine.
Religion Objective 2: Understand the basic
Art & Graphic Design 49% teachings of the Christian church.
Athletic Training 51% o Data related to this objective is slightly
Biology 70% more positive, and all associated courses
Business Administration 48% seem to be doing a much better job of
Chemistry 75% pr_omot_ing_student learning related to
Christian Ministries 60% this objective.
— 0
?ﬁgﬁgg{?&tlon and >1% On items related to Religion Objective #1,

Theology and Christian Ministries majors scored

Elementary Education 37% i .
English 4 600/2 noticeably higher than students from other
Exercise Science 50% Majors.

i 0,
Eﬁ;og]dem f"_O/O On items related to Religion Objective #2,
Interl?jisci linar Theology majors scored noticeably higher
Mathema’?ics y 60% students from other majors. Christian Ministries
MUSic B 0 majors, however, had the 5™ highest percentage,

. . behind Theology, Biology, Psychology, and

Music Education -- . ;
Psychology 63% Chemistry majors.
Religious and 1% Recommendations from Religion Faculty

Philosophical Studies
Reduce class sizes and add more faculty.

17
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Philosophy
Objectives:
e Understand foundational philosophical
thinkers.

e Use basic vocabulary and categories of
philosophical thought to explore basic
guestions about life, knowing, and
meaning.

Philosophy Objective 1: Understand
foundational philosophical thinkers.

Courses associated with objective:
e TM-440: Philosophy for Faith and Life
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 51%
e Freshmen: 43%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 40%
o Female: 53%
e Freshmen
o Male: 38%
o Female: 51%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 61%
o African-American: 49%
o Other: 44%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 47%
o African-American: 41%
o Other: 41%
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General Education: Philosophy

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design
Athletic Training
Biology

Business Administration

Chemistry

Christian Ministries
Communication and
Theatre Arts
Elementary Education
English

Exercise Science
History

Independent
Interdisciplinary
Mathematics

Music

Music Education
Psychology
Religious and
Philosophical Studies

50%
47%
65%
41%
41%
53%
42%

48%
60%
51%
42%

47%

60%
67%
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Philosophy Objective 2: Use basic vocabulary
and categories of philosophical thought to
explore basic questions about life, knowing,
and meaning.

Courses associated with objective:
e TM-440: Philosophy for Faith and Life
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 51%
e Freshmen: 43%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 40%
o Female: 53%
e Freshmen
o Male: 38%
o Female: 51%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 61%
o African-American: 49%
o Other: 44%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 47%
o African-American: 41%
o Other: 41%

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 50%
Athletic Training 55%
Biology 73%
Business Administration  42%
Chemistry 54%
Christian Ministries 60%
Communication and 44%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 40%
English 62%
Exercise Science 51%
History 52%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 44%
Music --
Music Education --
Psychology 51%
Religious and 70%

Philosophical Studies
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General Education: Philosophy

Summary for Knowledge-Related Philosophy
Objectives

Philosophy Objective 1: Understand
foundational philosophical thinkers.
e Room for significant improvement
exists.
Philosophy Obijective 2: Use basic vocabulary
and categories of philosophical thought to
explore basic questions about life, knowing, and
meaning.
e Room for significant improvement
exists.

On items related to Religion Objectives #1,
Theology majors had the highest score of all
majors. Christian Ministries majors had the 5"
highest.

On items related to Religion Objectives #2,
Theology majors had the 2" highest score of all
majors. Christian Ministries majors had the 4"
highest.

Recommendations from Philosophy Faculty

Reduce class sizes and add more faculty.
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History
Objective:

History Objective: Understand history and
interaction of western and non-western
cultures.

Courses associated with objective:
e HG-101: History of World Civilization |
o HG-102: History of World Civilization
1
o HR-201: Non-Western Culture &

History |
e HR-202: Non-Western Culture &
History Il
Overall Scores by Class:
e Graduates: 60%
e Freshmen: 51%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 61%
o Female: 57%
e Freshmen
o Male: 47%
o Female: 52%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 60%
o African-American: 47%
o Other: 51%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 52%
o African-American: 42%
o Other: 46%

20

General Education: History
Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 44%

Athletic Training 58%
Biology 66%
Business Administration 52%
Chemistry 100%
Christian Ministries 66%
Communication and 47%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 43%
English 62%
Exercise Science 49%
History 51%
Independent --
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 40%
Music --
Music Education --
Psychology 40%
Religious and 41%

Philosophical Studies

Summary for Knowledge-Related History
Objective

History Objective: Understand history and
interaction of western and non-western cultures.
e Graduates answered related items
correctly 60% of the time, and a 9%
positive increase exists between results
for first-year students and graduates.

Students majoring in History had the 7" highest
percentage of correctly answered questions
related to the History objective.

Items related to HR-201 and HR-202 were not
collected, so the data pertains only to HG-101
and HG-102.

Recommendations from History Faculty

No data-driven recommendations pertaining to
the knowledge-related history objective.
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Fine Arts

Objectives:

o Demonstrate knowledge of significant
works, styles, and structures in the fine
arts.

e Demonstrate knowledge of basic issues
of fine art theory and aesthetics.

o Demonstrate knowledge of materials,
processes, and methods of fine arts.

e Use terms, analysis, and criticism in
response to experiencing works of art.

Fine Arts Objective 1: Demonstrate
knowledge of significant works, styles, and
structures in the fine arts.

Courses associated with objective:
e AR-105: Art Appreciation
AR-211: Art History |
AR-212: Art History Il
CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
CT-230: Musical Theatre
CT-351: Theatre History |
CT-352: Theatre History Il
MU-100: Music Appreciation
MU-354: Music History & Literature |
e MU-355: Music History & Literature 11
Overall Scores by Class:

o Graduates: 2%
e Freshmen: 62%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 51%
o Female: 74%
e Freshmen
o Male: 44%
o Female: 66%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 2%
o African-American: 47%
o Other: 53%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 57%
o African-American: 54%
o Other: 57%
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General Education: Fine Arts

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 60%
Athletic Training 55%
Biology 63%
Business Administration 42%
Chemistry 60%
Christian Ministries 56%
Communication and 59%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 43%
English 59%
Exercise Science 59%
History 41%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 38%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 41%
Religious and 47%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Courses*

e MU-100: Music Appreciation
o Freshmen: 57%
o0 Graduates: 2%

e CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
o Freshmen: 71%
o Graduates: 67%

e AR-105: Art Appreciation
o Freshmen: 60%
o Graduates: 2%

*MU-100, CT-105, and AR-105 are the only
courses that spring 2009 graduates would have
taken for GE credit. The other associated
courses—AR-211, AR-212, CT-230, CT-351,
CT-352, MU-354, and MU-355—were only
recently approved as GE courses. Items were
submitted for these courses, but they were not
included on the 2008—-2009 version of the exam
because they were irrelevant for 2009 graduates.
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Fine Arts Objective 2: Demonstrate
knowledge of basic issues of fine art theory
and aesthetics.

Courses associated with objective:
e AR-105: Art Appreciation
AR-211: Art History |
AR-212: Art History 11
CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
CT-230: Musical Theatre
CT-351: Theatre History |
CT-352: Theatre History Il
MU-100: Music Appreciation
MU-354: Music History & Literature |
e MU-355: Music History & Literature Il
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 60%
e Freshmen: 51%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 47%
o Female: 54%
e Freshmen
o Male: 33%
o Female: 53%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 60%
o African-American: 58%
o0 Other: 61%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 57%
o African-American: 55%
o Other: 56%

22

General Education: Fine Arts

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 60%
Athletic Training 50%
Biology 57%
Business Administration 51%
Chemistry 52%
Christian Ministries 41%
Communication and 61%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 53%
English 52%
Exercise Science 44%
History 47%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 40%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 59%
Religious and 58%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Courses*

e MU-100: Music Appreciation
o Freshmen: 40%
o0 Graduates: 50%

e CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
o0 Freshmen: 60%
o0 Graduates: 45%

e AR-105: Art Appreciation
o Freshmen: 55%
o Graduates: 65%

*MU-100, CT-105, and AR-105 are the only
courses that spring 2009 graduates would have
taken for GE credit. The other associated
courses—AR-211, AR-212, CT-230, CT-351,
CT-352, MU-354, and MU-355—were only
recently approved as GE courses. Items were
submitted for these courses, but they were not
included on the 2008—-2009 version of the exam
because they were irrelevant for 2009 graduates.
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Fine Arts Objective 3: Demonstrate
knowledge of materials, processes and
methods of fine arts.

Courses associated with objective:
e AR-105: Art Appreciation
AR-211: Art History |
AR-212: Art History 11
CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
CT-230: Musical Theatre
CT-351: Theatre History |
CT-352: Theatre History Il
MU-100: Music Appreciation
MU-354: Music History & Literature |
e MU-355: Music History & Literature Il
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 53%
e Freshmen: 49%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 43%
o Female: 56%
e Freshmen
o Male: 33%
o Female: 53%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 66%
o African-American: 53%
o0 Other: 61%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 58%
o African-American: 41%
o Other: 44%
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General Education: Fine Arts

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 66%
Athletic Training 40%
Biology 63%
Business Administration 48%
Chemistry 48%
Christian Ministries 40%
Communication and 59%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 42%
English 57%
Exercise Science 35%
History 44%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 37%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 44%
Religious and 59%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Courses*

¢ MU-100: Music Appreciation
o0 Freshmen: 55%
o0 Graduates: 50%

e CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
o Freshmen: 50%
o Graduates: 54%

e AR-105: Art Appreciation
o Freshmen: 55%
o0 Graduates: 60%

*MU-100, CT-105, and AR-105 are the only
courses that spring 2009 graduates would have
taken for GE credit. The other associated
courses—AR-211, AR-212, CT-230, CT-351,
CT-352, MU-354, and MU-355—were only
recently approved as GE courses. Items were
submitted for these courses, but they were not
included on the 2008-2009 version of the exam
because they were irrelevant for 2009 graduates.
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Fine Arts Objective 4: Use terms, analysis,
and criticism in response to experiencing
works of art.

Courses associated with objective:
e AR-105: Art Appreciation
AR-211: Art History |
AR-212: Art History 11
CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
CT-230: Musical Theatre
CT-351: Theatre History |
CT-352: Theatre History Il
MU-100: Music Appreciation
MU-354: Music History & Literature |
e MU-355: Music History & Literature Il
Overall Scores by Class:

e Graduates: 57%
e Freshmen: 51%
Gender:
e Graduates
o Male: 48%
o Female: 54%
e Freshmen
o Male: 44%
o Female: 53%
Ethnicity:
e Graduates
o Caucasian: 59%
o African-American: 41%
o Other: 49%
e Freshmen
o Caucasian: 40%
o African-American: 35%
o Other: 41%
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General Education: Fine Arts

Breakdown by Major for Graduates:

Art & Graphic Design 60%
Athletic Training 41%
Biology 70%
Business Administration 44%
Chemistry 52%
Christian Ministries 40%
Communication and 30%
Theatre Arts

Elementary Education 47%
English 41%
Exercise Science 36%
History 41%
Independent -
Interdisciplinary

Mathematics 59%
Music -
Music Education -
Psychology 44%
Religious and 63%

Philosophical Studies

Breakdown by Associated Courses*

e MU-100: Music Appreciation
o Freshmen: 44%
o0 Graduates: 60%

e CT-105: Introduction to Theatre
o Freshmen: 47%
o Graduates: 53%

e AR-105: Art Appreciation
o Freshmen: 56%
o Graduates: 58%

*MU-100, CT-105, and AR-105 are the only
courses that spring 2009 graduates would have
taken for GE credit. The other associated
courses—AR-211, AR-212, CT-230, CT-351,
CT-352, MU-354, and MU-355—were only
recently approved as GE courses. Items were
submitted for these courses, but they were not
included on the 2008—-2009 version of the exam
because they were irrelevant for 2009 graduates.



Fall 2009 Sterling College Institutional Assessment Report

Summary for Knowledge-Related Fine Arts
Objectives

Fine Arts Objective 1: Demonstrate knowledge
of significant works, styles, and structures in the
fine arts.

e In relativity to student performance
related to other objectives in the entire
knowledge-related set, the data from
graduates is good.

e However, associated exam items from
CT-105: Introduction to Theatre should
be reviewed, as first-year students
actually answered these items correctly
more often than graduates did.

o Data for items associated with MU-100
and AR-105 indicates that these two
courses promote student learning related
to this objective.

Fine Arts Objective 2: Demonstrate knowledge
of basic issues of fine art theory and aesthetics.

e Associated exam items from CT-105:
Introduction to Theatre should be
reviewed, as first-year students actually
answered these items correctly more
often than graduates did.

e Ingeneral, MU-100 and AR-105
indicate that these two courses promote
student learning related to this objective.
Percentage differences between first-
year student data and graduate data is
not as significant as it is for objective
#1, however.

Fine Arts Objective 3: Demonstrate knowledge
of materials, processes and methods of fine arts.
e Room exists for improvement in all

courses, and associated exam items from
MU-100: Music Appreciation should be
reviewed, as first-year students actually
answered these items correctly more
often than graduates did.
Fine Arts Objective 4: Use terms, analysis, and
criticism in response to experiencing works of
art.

¢ Room exists for improvement, though
data for items associated with MU-100
indicates that this course promotes
student learning related to this objective.

Generally, students majoring in Art & Design
and Communication and Theatre Arts scored
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General Education: Fine Arts

higher than students from other majors on items
associated with the Fine Arts objectives.

Art & Design majors ranked 2", 1%, 1% and 3"

in items associated with Fine Arts objectives 1,

2, 3, and 4, respectively.

Communication and Theatre Arts majors ranked
3" 1% and 3" in items associated with Fine Arts
objectives 1, 2, and 3, respectively. It should be
noted that Communication and Theatre Arts
majored rank last in items associated with Fine
Arts objective #4.

Biology majors scored very well on items
associated with these objectives.

There were no Music or Music Education majors
who graduated in spring 2009.

Recommendations from Fine Arts Faculty

None.
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Maturing Christian Faith

The mission of Sterling College is to “develop creative and thoughtful leaders who understand a maturing
Christian faith.” As one means of assessing the “maturing Christian faith” aspect of the mission, the
Director of Institutional Assessment and the GE Chair worked with instructors of two required faith-
related courses in the GE program to develop ten relevant items for the Sterling College General
Education Exam. One instructor teaches an entry-level course; the other instructor teaches the “capstone”
course of the GE curriculum.

In order to provide questions that would serve as measurements of “maturing Christian faith,” this ad hoc
committee first needed to know how the College defined “faith.” Consequently, the questions were rooted
in the fundamental concepts expressed within two institutional mission documents:

Our Faith

e We personally trust and collectively bear witness to the one, eternal God, revealed as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

o We are redeemed from our sins by Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, and it is by God’s
grace alone that we joyfully receive our salvation through a personal faith in Christ Jesus.

e God the Holy Spirit is active, providing us with God’s sustaining presence and power, and
working sanctification in the faithful.

o We believe in the life of the world to come in which righteousness will dwell and God will
reign forever.

o We accept the inspiration and authority of Scripture (both Old and New Testaments) which
directs our daily living and illumines our minds, and we embrace the Church as the body of
Christ and God’s witness of His love in the world.

Our Beliefs
e Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all and the way of salvation.

o Holy Scripture is God’s revealed Word and Christian believers’ only infallible rule of faith
and life.

e Logically, then, all the ways in which we live will be in accordance with what the Bible
teaches so that we may glorify God through Jesus Christ.

e We are committed to living and teaching a Christ-like lifestyle and attitude.

(In April 2009, the College’s Board of Trustees voted to combine these two documents into one document
titled “Our Statement of Faith.”)

The ten items used to assess “maturing Christian faith” are listed below. The answer that the College
would hope to see students choose is bolded. The item is followed by the percentages of the freshmen and
senior classes who chose the “ideal” answer.

1. Jesus Christ

b

is a good role model for moral living

b. was a historical figure known for philosophical teaching, political activism, and
religious reform

c. is both human and divine and provides the only bridge between God and man

d. isa fabrication of the Church

Freshmen—60%o Graduates—87%
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2. The Holy Spirit

a. s a fictitious character created by the Church
b. is an active part of the Trinity that transforms Christ-followers
c. was an active part of the early Church but is not active today
d. isan indefinable, unexplainable force
Freshmen—75% Graduates—90%

3. The Bible (both Old and New Testaments) is

a. God’s authority that directs our daily lives

b. abook of good moral teachings that is equal with other religious writings

c. amythological explanation of scientific events

d. ahistorical book that has no relevance for today’s society
Freshmen—74% Graduates—87%

4. The Church is

a benevolent organization that works within a local community

an active part of Jesus on earth and a representation of God’s love in the world
an irrelevant organization out of touch with postmodern culture

a social club filled with hypocrites

oo oTe

Freshmen—75% Graduates—82%
5. Godis

a. aprimitive construct that evolved to explain concepts and events beyond our
understanding and control

b. the Creator of the universe who is not involved in our daily lives

c. the judge of all people who is either powerless to stop or uncaring about world
suffering

d. our loving yet just Creator who desires an intimate relationship with us

Freshmen—74% Graduates—87%
6. Life
a. begins at birth and ends in death
b. is an opportunity to be loving, kind, and good in order to earn eternity with God
c. isan eternal cycle that sustains our planet for future generations
d. isan opportunity to serve God, who gives us the gift of eternity through Christ
Freshmen—73% Graduates—81%
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7. Morality is
a. aquilt-centered theory designed to create mindless social compliance
b. a God-given set of boundaries that protects us and provides freedom
c. alaw-based social construct created by the majority for the common good
d. anindividually created set of private spiritual beliefs that helps us self-govern

Freshmen—59% Graduates—70%

8. A Christian worldview is

a. what I believe—not necessarily what I do
b. the mixing of philosophy and theology, which is wrong
c. away of understanding the world through God’s perspective as found in the
Holy scriptures
d. something personal that varies from culture to culture and age to age
Freshmen—=82% Graduates—71%

9. The Christian lifestyle

a. issimply the leading of a moral life
b. is not important or needed in one’s life
c. allows Jesus to influence every aspect of one’s life, including the decisions that a
person makes
d. is part of one’s faith but does not necessarily impact a person’s career or recreational
life
Freshmen—=80% Graduates—90%

Question 10 is worded slightly differently for freshmen than it is for seniors.

10. (For Freshmen) Of the following four statements, please choose the one that best articulates
your expectations about Sterling College as a Christian institution.

a.

b.

I expect my spiritual life to be nurtured in all courses and academic activities,
through extra-curricular activities, and through student life.

| expect my spiritual life to be nurtured, but only through traditional means such as
chapel services, prayer groups, Bible studies, etc.

I believe that a college is an academic environment—not a church. I do not want
Sterling College to try to nurture my spiritual life.

I did not choose Sterling College because it is a faith-based institution. However, |
understand it is a Christian college, and I accept that its Christian mission will affect
my overall educational experience.

Freshmen—61%
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10. (For Seniors) Of the following four statements, please choose the one that best articulates
how Sterling College’s Christian mission has affected your overall educational experience.

a. My spiritual life has been nurtured in all or almost all courses and academic
activities, through extra-curricular activities, and through student life.

b. My spiritual life has been nurtured, but only through traditional means such as chapel
services, prayer groups, Bible studies, etc.

c. My spiritual life has not been nurtured at Sterling College.

d. My lifestyle is less Christ-like than it was when | enrolled at the college.

Seniors—55%

Generally, the ten “maturing Christian faith” questions have provided data about which the College can
be proud. As indicated by student responses to questions 1-7 and question 9 above, students generally
embrace and demonstrate deeper understanding of biblical fundamentals after completing their Sterling
College education. Of course, the data should be interpreted with some caution, as possible attitude and
characteristic differences between the freshman and senior classes might affect the increase in
percentages between entry and exit. More meaningful percentages will be available in three years, when
answers from the freshmen of the 2008—-2009 academic year are compared to their answers to the same
guestions when they are seniors.

The question for which the lowest percentage of graduates chose the College’s “ideal” answer was
question #7, which asks students to choose a definition of morality. This suggests that the College can
work harder to counter the secular notion, which many students experience before arriving at Sterling
College, that morality is not an absolute, biblically-based concept.

Data from question #8, which asks students to define a Christian worldview, also raises concerns, for the
percentage of freshmen who chose the College’s ideal answer was higher than the percentage of graduates
who chose the ideal answer.

The answers to question #10, which addresses first-year students’ expectations about faith-and-learning
and asks seniors to describe how faith and learning were or were not integrated during their time at the
College, indicate that the College has work to do in integrating faith more intentionally across all
disciplines. The results from one particular initiative to improve in this area will not be fully known for a
few years. In spring 2008, faculty were asked to align program objectives for their majors with elements
of the Sterling College mission statement. Each department has marked program objectives with a “CL”
(Creative Leader), “TL” (Thoughtful Leader), “CTL” (Creative and Thoughtful Leader), or an “MCF”
(Maturing Christian Faith).

INDIVIDUAL COURSE REVIEWS

At the end of the 2008—2009 academic year, faculty members submitted to their respective program
chairs, for the first time, a course report for every course they taught during the year. Course reports were
informed by two modes of input: 1) embedded assessments (the course assessments aligned with each
course objective) and 2) end-of-course evaluations. Embedded assessments allow instructors to collect
direct data about student learning, and end-of-course evaluations contain questions related to each course
objective so that students can provide indirect data about how they feel each course fosters their ability to
meet objectives. To help faculty adjust to this new assessment activity, the Director of Institutional
Assessment
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provided all faculty with a course report template and a sample course report. He also attended faculty
meetings with both the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the School of Professional Studies to
explain these documents.

Under the new assessment plan, one goal involved including general education outcomes on the syllabi
for the courses in which those outcomes are addressed. This plan was not emphasized to faculty, however,
and outcomes were not published on relevant syllabi during the 2008—-2009 academic year. Moreover, due
to oversight by the Director of Institutional Assessment, GE outcomes were not published on the end-of-
course evaluations. Consequently, the instructors who teach those GE courses were not provided with
indirect data from course evaluations, nor did they consider GE outcomes in their course reports.

This oversight has been corrected for the 2009-2010 academic year. The Director of Institutional
Assessment has added GE outcomes to relevant course evaluations, and the GE Chair reminded faculty
about this important step at the beginning of the academic year. Course reports submitted at the end of the
2009-2010 academic year will contain data about GE outcomes. Relevant course reports will be
submitted by faculty or their department chairs to the GE Chair so that he can include course-report data
in his fall 2010 analysis of the GE program.

NATIONAL STANDARDIZED TEST

Since fall 2000, the College has administered to students the College Basic Academic Subjects
Examination (CBASE), a standardized test that assesses students’ knowledge of English, math, science,
and social studies. All seniors completed a writing sample and one subject area of the exam, which was
randomly chosen for them. In fall 2004, the College began randomly choosing forty first-time, first-year
students to also take the test, though first-year students did not provide a writing sample.

Through fall 2007, CBASE scores were used to assess student achievement related to Sterling College
general education outcomes. Now that the College has internal methods of assessing those outcomes
directly, however, national standardized test scores from content portions of the test will be used for
comparative purposes only. The College will still use a standardized writing sample, though data from the
sample will be used somewhat differently that it has been used in the past. Randomly-chosen freshmen
and seniors will be asked to respond to an essay that is part of the MAPP (Measure of Academic
Proficiency and Progress). Ideally, graduates’ scores on the writing sample should improve over the
years. This information has indeed been published since 2002. In the future, freshmen scores from the
essay will be compared to graduates’ scores to assess the degree to which writing skills improve after four
years at Sterling College.

Figure 3 contains the percentile rankings of the spring 2009 graduates’ scores on the CBASE. CBASE’s

sample size of 9,397 examinees includes students who completed all subjects of the exam (with or
without the writing sample) between July 2008 and June 2009.
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Figure 3: Spring 2009 Graduates’ Percentile Rankings for CBASE

Subject/Sub-score Percentile Rank
Composite 50
English 47

Reading and Literature 51
Writing 39
Mathematics 37
General Mathematics 47
Algebra 37
Geometry 42
Science 53
Lab & Field Work 59
Fundamental Concepts 51
Social Studies 58
History 54
Social Sciences 50

It must be noted that the 9,397 examinees in CBASE’s sample size includes freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, and seniors. The percentages of examines by class are shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: Percentages of CBASE Examinees by Year in School (National)

Seniors 20%
Juniors 38%
Sophomores 22%
Freshmen 15%
Other 4%

Since the CBASE is used for a variety of purposes by different institutions, it is impossible to tell what
percentage of the sophomores, juniors, and seniors from Figure 2 take the test as a summative assessment
after completing a general education program. Moreover, Sterling College students have taken the test at
the end of their senior year, but taking the CBASE as a summative GE assessment during the end of the
sophomore year or in the junior year would likely improve scores, because students would have more
recently encountered associated content in a course. Nonetheless, Sterling College students’ percentile
scores on the CBASE suggest that the institution can move toward developing a stronger academic
profile.

The CBASE also provides “skills” scores related to each major subject. CBASE documents skills-related
data differently than it documents its main subject and sub-score data. For each skill, the College received
a statement of the percentage of students who fell into each of three categories—high, medium, and low.
A high score represents the top 16% of all scores; a medium score represents the middle 68%; and a low
score represents the bottom 16%. Figure 5 contains the skills-related data from the CBASE.
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Figure 5: CBASE Skills-Related Scores for Spring 2009 Graduates

Subject and Skill Name o