INDEPENDENT INTERDISCIPLINARY MAJOR PROPOSAL
GUIDELINES FOR THE INDEPENDENT INTERDISCIPLINARY MAJOR

ARE THESE GUIDELINES BEING MET?

Guideline








Yes
No

1. Does your proposal include less than 60% of an established major?
2. Is your proposal truly interdisciplinary?  Does it include at least two

focal disciplines? 

3. Has this proposal been planned with a faculty advisor who teaches  

one of the significant areas of the proposal?  Does that faculty advisor  

agree to supervise the student’s integrative creative product?

4. Have you obtained signatures from the department responsible for 

your creative product and service project?  

(See form at the end of this document)

5. Does your major proposal include 40-50 credits for completion?

Please provide a list of all courses to be completed and credit hours 

for each course.

6. Have you submitted your proposal to the Registrar’s Office  

for approval?  The proposal must include a plan for the major, its 

descriptive title and the degree designation.  (It must be submitted no 

later than the end of fall semester of your junior year.)

7. Do you have a minimum gpa of 3.0?

8. Are 70% or more of your courses in the major numbered 200 or

above and sequenced wherever possible?

9. The major must meet the “Objectives of a Major,” as defined in the 

Sterling College Catalog, and identify the specific courses where each 

of these objectives are met.  

A. Are you:

1) Taking a concentration of courses in one of the focal disciplines 

    to develop a unifying perspective?

2) Taking a balance of introductory and advanced courses in each 

    focal discipline of the major in addition to the Senior Seminar?  

3) Taking a philosophy or research methods course related 

    to the focal discipline(s)?
KNOWLEDGE OR THE DISCIPLINES’ CONTENTS AND METHODS  SHOULD INCLUDE HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL

BACKGROUND, RANGE OF SUBJECT MATTER, CENTRAL 

PRINCIPLES, AND UNIFYING PERSPECTIVES (THEORIES, 

LAWS,  METHODS,  SYSTEMS AND MODELS).
B. Are you:                                                                                                                               1) Acquiring information for producing a creative 
           project?

2) Analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating primary 
    source material?

3) Writing and speaking critically and creatively?

4) Preparing for advanced study and/or a career

PLEASE IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC COURSES  

THROUGH WHICH THESE OBJECTIVES WILL BE MET.

                       C. Values must relate the discipline to worldwide perspectives.

              How will I:



1) Relate discipline-specific knowledge to other areas of inquiry?



2) Relate discipline-specific content to the Christian faith?



3) Use discipline-related information in providing service to 



    community?



THESE VALUES WILL BE IMPLEMENTED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING

1) Complete a creative product which demonstrates integration and 
        synthesis of material from at least two disciplines.
and

2) Complete an advisor-approved service project that demonstrates 
       fulfillment of objective #C3 above. 

Required Signatures:

1.  The creative product will be completed under the auspices of the

 ______________________________________________ Department.

Faculty signature for the department _________________________________ 



Second Reader ____________________________________ from the




              ____________________________________ department.

2. The service project will be completed under the auspices of the

________________________________________________Department

Faculty signature for the department_________________________________

        Student Signature _________________________________________________
